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International Specialists in the Environment

MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 26, 1986
T0: File
FROM: David Curnock O

SUBJECT: I1linois/R05-8303-01F/1L0257
Palos Hills/Carlson
1LD980902100

The Carlson Landfill site is located in Palos Hills, I1linois. The
site was an abandoned sand and gravel pit prior to landfilling opera-
tions. The site was active fram 1967 until 1975. It is currently
closed and covered. Numerous complaints of violations were brought
against the landfill operation arising mainly from poor daily opera-
tions and housekeeping. Monitoring wells were installed in the early
1970's and methane gas vents were activated.

Analysis of well samples taken in 1974 showed some minute amounts of
contaninants. I1linois Envirommented Protection Agency (I1EPA) file
information refered to these sample data and cited a mercury contam-
ination problem in the groundwater from 0 to 0.5 parts per million.
This information is only partially correct. There was mercury detec-
ted in some of the groundwater samples, however, results were report-
ed in parts per billion. The highest level recorded from the samples
collected in February, March, April and May of 1974 was only 0.5
parts per billion (February 1974, well #60).

Due to the fact that there is no documentation to support the dis-
posal of any hazardous materials, there is no undisputable evidence
to link the mercury detected in the wells to the landfill operation.
Therefore, with no waste characteristics, the route migration scores
within the Hazardous Ranking System model would revert to zero.
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